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(First of all, it is important to note 
that fireworks are illegal in all of Riv-
erside County, other than profes-
sional pyrotechnic displays conducted 
by California State Fire Marshal li-
censed pyrotechnics.) 

The U.S Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) warned consumers 
that an estimated 12, 900 persons, many 
of them children, may be injured this 
year in incidents associated with fire-
works. Every year, unsafe fireworks are 
involved in serious injuries, which have 
included burns and loss of limbs, par-
ticularly fingers. Most of these injuries 
occur during the July 4th holiday. 

According to the CPSC, some of the 
most disabling injuries occur with ille-
gal firecracker salutes such as M-80’s. 
About 60 percent of all injuries, includ-
ing loss of sight, lacerations, and severe 
burns, are caused by backyard Class C 
fireworks such as bottle rockets, Roman 
Candles, and small aerial displays. 
Since 1991, two deaths resulted from a 
tip-over of multiple tube display rack 
devices. A third death resulted from 
misuse of a sky rocket device. 

In a joint program with the U.S. Cus-
toms, CPSC has cracked down on the 
importation of fireworks which do not 
meet the agency’s standards. Since es-
tablishing the programs in 1998, U.S. 
Customs officers working with CPSC 
have seized nearly 338 million units 
with a retail value of $34 million. Since 
October 1, 1992, approximately 395 
shipments of fireworks have been col-
lected for testing and 54 shipments have 
been seized for failure to comply with 
CPSC regulations. Additional seizures 
are expected as testing is completed. 

Last year’s statistics showed that about 
three-fourths of firework-related injuries 
treated, during the July 4th season, in-
volved fireworks—which under the 
Federal law—may be distributed for use 
by consumers. 
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Fireworks Safety  

To help reduce the injuries this Fourth 
of July season, consumers should; 
• Keep children from playing with 

fireworks. 
• Read and heed warning labels 
• Never place your face or any 

other body part over a fireworks 
device. 

• Do not consume alcohol when 
using fireworks. 

• Do not try to relight fireworks 
that have not fully functioned. 

• Keep a bucket of water handy in 
case of malfunction or fire. 

• Be sure other people are out of 
range before lighting fireworks. 

CPSC is warning consumers to use 
fireworks safely as part of its mission 
to protect the public from unreason-
able risks of injury and death associ-
ated with consumer products. The 
CPSC objective is to reduce the esti-
mated 28.6 million injuries and 21,700 
deaths associated each year with the 
15,000 different types of consumer 
products under CPSC jurisdiction. 
SPECIAL NOTE 
As stated as a preface to this article, 
there is a ban on all fireworks in Riv-
erside County whether they are “safe 
and sane”—Approved by the Califor-
nia State Fire Marshal—or those iden-
tified as “unsafe” or “illegal” by the 
California State Fire Marshal. 
A WORD OF WARNING 
Many of you may be tempted to go to 
neighboring areas such as Orange, San 
Bernardino, LA, San Diego Counties 
and the Mexican border to bring back 
some fireworks for after your Fourth 
of July bar-b-q. 
Consider the consequences for being 
caught transporting fireworks over 
county lines or international borders— 
discharging—possession— and what 
happens if someone gets injured or a 
fire is started because of what you 
thought would be a harmless act to 
celebrate the Fourth of July with the 
family.—It just isn’t worth it. 
Depending on the quantities or the 
type of pyrotechnic and any incident 
you may be charged with, your actions 
may be subject to a misdemeanor or 

felony, not including any related 
emergency costs and any liabil-
ity issues that you may incur. 
Fourth of July Show—Tips  
Consider a pyrotechnic show. 
They are safer and many have 
music played through local radio 
stations synchronized with the 
fireworks show; live entertain-
ment; and a small carnival at-
mosphere.  Here are some tips to 
help you better enjoy the show: 
• Get there early for good 

seats or lawn area. 
• Bring portable shade and 

sun screen. 
• Bring plenty of soft drinks, 

water, ice and snacks/food. 
• Don’t bring alcohol—most 

shows are “alcohol free”. 
• Don’t bring pets—the pyro-

technic sounds hurt their 
ears. 

• Plan ahead, you need to get 
there early—Don’t arrive at 
6:00 P.M. and expect to get 
a choice spot—in some 
cases you need to get there 
by noon. 

• Don’t be in a hurry to 
leave—guaranteed conges-
tion—relax and enjoy the 
evening. 



“. . . and crown thy good 
with brotherhood from sea 
to shining sea . . .” 

“Oh say can 
you see, by 
the dawns 
early light . . . 

“Ask not what your country can do for you, 
ask what you can do for your country” - John F. 
Kennedy, US President 

“One does not appre-
ciate the freedom one 
has, until it is threat-
ened to be taken 
away”   

“I pledge allegiance to 
the flag of the United 
States of America . . .” 

“America the Beautiful” by Ray Charles 
http://www.beatgreets.com/custom.pd?
L0=62&L1=501&L2=1023&L3=61287&L4=0&L5=0&prodnum=3024414 



By Mike Bowers, Safety Coordinator 

Liquid petroleum (LP) gas or 
propane, used in gas grills, is highly 
flammable. Each year about 30 
people are injured as a result of gas 
grill fires and explosions. Many of 
these fires and explosions occur 
when consumers first use a grill that 
has been left idle for a period of time 
or just after refilling and reattaching 
the grill's gas container. To reduce 
the risk of fire or explosion, 
consumers should routinely perform 
the following safety checks:  

• Check the tubes that lead into 
the burner for any blockage from 
insects, spiders, or food grease. 
Use a pipe cleaner or wire to 
clear blockage and push it 
through to the main part of the 
burner.  

• Check grill hoses for cracking, 
brittleness, holes, and leaks. 
Make sure there are no sharp 
bends in the hose or tubing.  

•  Move gas hoses as far away as 
possible from hot surfaces and 
dripping hot grease. If you can't 
move the hoses, install a heat 
shield to protect them.  

•  Replace scratched or nicked 
connectors, which can 
eventually leak gas.  

•  Check for gas leaks, following 
the manufacturer's instructions, 
if you smell gas or when you 

There is a common English word that is nine letters long. Each time 
you remove a letter from it, it still remains a common English word—
from nine letters right down to the last  letter.  

Question: What is the original word, and what are the words that it 
becomes after removing one letter at a time?  

Submit Your Answer via GroupWise to:   
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Gas Grill and Charcoal Grill Safety Tips  

 S o m e t h i n g  T o  S t i m u l a t e  t h e  M i n d  W h i l e  O n  B r e a k  

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  7  

reconnect the grill to the LP gas 
container. If you detect a leak, 
immediately turn off the gas and 
don't attempt to light the grill 
until the leak is fixed.  

•  Keep lighted cigarettes, 
matches, or open flames away 
from a leaking grill.  

•  Never use a grill indoors. Use 
the grill at least 10 feet away 
from your house or any building. 
Do not use the grill in a garage, 
breezeway, carport, porch, or 
under a surface that can catch 
fire.  

•  Do not attempt to repair the 
tank valve or the appliance 
yourself. See an LP gas dealer 
or a qualified appliance repair 
person.  

•  Always follow the 
manufacturer's instructions that 
accompany the grill.  

Caution should be used when 
storing LP gas containers. Always 
keep containers upright. Never store 
a spare gas container under or near 
the grill or indoors. Never store or 
use flammable liquids, like gasoline, 
near the grill.  
 
To avoid accidents while 
transporting LP gas containers, 
consumers should transport the 
container in a secure, upright 
position. Never keep a filled 
container in a hot car or car trunk. 

Heat will cause the gas pressure 
to increase, which may open the 
relief valve and allow gas to 
escape. 
Grills manufactured after 
October 1, 1995, are required to 
have three additional safety 
features to eliminate leak 
hazards: a device to limit the 
flow of gas in the event of hose 
rupture; a mechanism to shut-off 
the grill; and a feature to prevent 
the flow of gas if the connection 
between the tank and the grill is 
not leak proof. Consumers 
should consider purchasing 
grills that have these safety 
features. 

Charcoal Grill Safety Tips 
Charcoal produces Carbon 
Monoxide (CO) when it is 
burned. CO is a colorless, 
odorless gas that can 
accumulate to toxic levels in 
closed environments. Each year 
about 30 people die and 100 are 
injured as a result of CO fumes 
from charcoal grills and 
hibachi’s used inside. 
 
To reduce these CO poisonings, 
follow these safety tips:  

• Never burn charcoal inside 
of homes, vehicles, tents, or 
campers. Charcoal should 
never be used indoors, even 
if ventilation is provided 

• Since charcoal produces CO 
fumes until the charcoal is 
completely extinguished, do 
not store the grill indoors 
with freshly used coals.  

June Puzzle: Number of Squares? 
Answer: 21 
Winning answers submitted Monday, June 3: 
1. Patricia Garehime, Facilities Manage-

ment; Time Submitted: 9:36 AM 
2. Maria Driver, Adult Probation; 
       Time Submitted: 10:47 AM 
3. Jennifer Hernandez, Staff Development/ 

MV; Time Submitted: 11:10 AM First 3 Correct Answers Win!! Win a “Safety Goody Bag” 



TO M’ S CO RNER:   
A  ME SSAG E FRO M TH E CO UN T Y SA FET Y O FFI C E R 

County Safety Office Staff are available to assist you at all times. Our 

office is in the (909) area code, on MICRO and all have Email. 

COUNTY SAFETY OFFICER 

Tom Sproal, County Safety Officer                                          955-5859 

Safety Personnel 

Mike Bowers, RCRMC Safety Coordinator                             486-4689 

Ken Brooks, Safety Coordinator                                              955-9205 

Pat English, RCSD Safety Coordinator            955-2493 or  955-5853                   

Lou Giantonio, Safety Coordinator                                         955-3522 

Tony Gonzales, Safety Coordinator                                         955-5881 

Steve Hickam, Safety Specialist II                                           955-5892 

Steve Hutchings, MH Safety Coordinator       358-5272 or   955-3521 

Art Pereida, Safety Coordinator                                              955-5883 

Becky Perkins, Occupational Health Nurse Consultant      955-5854 

Dave Rich, Safety Coordinator                                                955-9527 

Joe Salinas, Transportation Safety Coordinator                   955-6788 

Brian Teig, DOH Safety Specialist II              358-5547 or  955-5880 

Safety Office Support Personnel                                              955-3520  

Tawni Grubbs, OA III   

Lydia Temmen, OA III 

Jan Zimmermann, OA II 

3901 Lime Street 
Suite #100 
Riverside 

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
7:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

Fridays: 8:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M. 
Safety Office Website: 

http://intranet.co.riverside.ca.us/safety/index.html 

COUNTY SAFETY OFFICE  

Flash: Have a safe Fourth of July and 
don’t forget all fireworks are illegal 

in Riverside County. 

“The Fourth of July seems to have a much more significant 
meaning now, considering the September 11 event we wit-

nessed, and for some, experienced.   
The innocent lives lost, the personal hardships of the imme-
diate families and what they are enduring through this long 

period of recovery, is heartfelt.  
Let’s go and celebrate in a safe, healthful and joyous man-
ner. Show the world what we are made of and what Inde-

pendence Day means to us.” 
 

“Happy Independence Day!” 


